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The latest developments concern Senate Bill 931, which is 
aimed at prohibiting “harvesting aquatic life for commercial 
aquarium purposes by any means…” Clearly, approval of 
such a Bill would, or could, have sounded the ‘death knell’ 
for Hawaii’s ornamental marine sector. However, after going 
through various committee discussions, a recommendation 
was made that the Bill be passed, but with certain 
amendments.

At first sight, the amendments don’t appear to make 
things much better for the industry, but there may just be 
some glimmer of hope, if not for today, for two years’ time. 
The gloom arises from the fact that a moratorium will be 
imposed and that all harvesting of aquatic life for commercial 
aquarium purposes using fine-mesh nets or fine-mesh traps 
will be prohibited. Should anyone be caught in possession of 
such nets or traps, they will be subjected to a US$5,000 fine.

In his address referring to the amendments, Senator Kai 
Kahele, chair of the Water and Land Committee, made it clear 
that, in the face of the contrasting opinions of the Department 
of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) - which has regularly 
collaborated with fishers and the industry (e.g. via PIJAC)  
and maintains that the fishing is sustainable, and that of  
the environmental groups which maintain that it isn’t,  
there is a need for an independent Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS).

Responsibility for carrying out this EIS will fall on the 
Research Corporation of the University of Hawaii (RCUH), 
which will be required “to submit a progress report to the 
Legislature no later than twenty days prior to the Regular 
Session of 2020.” Further, the Governor will be required “to 
be the accepting authority and to accept the environmental 
impact statement no later than twenty days prior to the 
Regular Session of 2021.”

The DLNR will be intimately involved in the process as it 
has been directed to establish a marine aquarium fishing 
advisory group “to guide the RCUH and Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs toward completion of the environmental impact 
statement and cultural impact statement.”  The advisory 
group will consist of the Administrator of the Division of 
Aquatic Resources, a representative of the commercial aquatic 
industry, a representative of a conservation organisation, and a 
representative of a fishing or fishermen’s association or group.

It is envisaged that, following the submission and acceptance 
of the EIS, the moratorium will be repealed on 30 June, 2021. 
This is the glimmer of hope that I referred to above, in the 
sense that we are not talking about a definite and permanent 
closure of the sector, but one over which a decision will be 
taken at the end of June 2021.

At the time of writing, there is, obviously, no way of predicting 
the outcome, but if the DLNR’s findings and conclusions 
arrived at over the past few years turn out to be sound, and 
if due and fair consideration is given to the findings of the 
EIS, we could be looking at a re-opening of the fishery in two 
years’ time. Or am I being too optimistic?   

MALCOLM WHAT BROUGHT LOVING PETS TO AUSTRALIA? 
Loving Pets was Founded in 2006 by Eric Abbey (3rd 
generation in the pet industry, Eric’s grandfather was 
the founding member of the American Pet Product 
Association). I was introduced to Loving pets through a 
very good friend of mine in the UK. Jonathon Moyce. John 
opened Loving Pets UK/Europe back in 2014 and said 
that they were looking for a partner in the Australian/New 
Zealand region.

WHAT MAKES LOVING PETS DIFFERENT? 
We manufacture our own products and we pride 
ourselves on quality. We also believe in putting our 
customers and people first. The success of Loving Pets is 
based on investing in innovative products, our people and 
our relationships. Loving Pets’ growing team welcomes 
any opportunity to personally connect with its customers. 
Our recent investment in new technology offers greater 
efficiencies and enhanced quality control. With the newly 
opened Australian distribution facility we are constantly 
expanding its range of products to meet the demands of 
the ever-growing Global market. 

I NOTICED YOU NOW HAVE AN AUSTRALIAN RANGE OF 
TREATS. TELL US MORE ABOUT THAT?
While we have our large range of completely natural US 
manufactured treats we also noticed that people are 
constantly asking for 100% Australian 100% Natural 
treats. So we just recently introduced our new line of 
100% Australian, All Natural single ingredient treats 
in Kangaroo, beef, pork & also a range of sustainably 
sourced fish treats for dogs & cats.

WHY SHOULD SHOPS STOCK LOVING PETS PRODUCTS?
Details matter from our selection and sourcing of healthy 
ingredients, to our creation of innovative feeding bowls 
and accessories, no detail is too small. Pet owners 
have consistently asked for quality, convenience and 
affordability, and we answer their call with a growing 
assortment of products that exceed their expectations. 
As well as giving our stockists bigger margins ie higher 
profits. e.g. Our bowl stand packages give the stockist a 
massive 180% mark up on the bowls as well as receiving 
the stand for free.

Each and every day, we are committed to continue our 
legacy of safety, quality, health and affordability. We 
believe that our success is due to listening to what 
our customers want and answering with high quality, 
affordable products with a difference. From our wide 
selection of feeding bowls, to our all natural, healthy 
treats, we pride ourselves on customer satisfaction.   

If you would like to become a Loving Pets stockist 
and enjoy higher profit margins from quality products. 
Please contact Loving Pets Australia at;  
sales@lovingpetsproducts.com.au

MALCOLM HALL   
FROM LOVING PETS ANSWERS 
A FEW QUESTIONS ABOUT HIS 
COMPANY AND PRODUCTS.


