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with the Calici virus in rabbits.

I asked NCCP what steps have been taken to prevent 
aquaculturalists and land owners from releasing infected carp 
from areas where NCCP are working and placing them into farm 
dams and rivers closer to their homes, and in doing so, spread 
this virus exponentially around Australia, that will cause far more 
outbreaks than anticipated and that the authorities will not be 
able to cope with this heavier clean-up. After a long pause, the 
NCCP stated that once all the facts are known about this carp 
virus, and regulations and compliance orders were put in place, 
what person would want to be known as the person who spread 
this carp virus. Mr Barwick stated there were two types of people 
that would do this and they are:

1.  Anarchists, and
2.    Those people wanting to help spread the virus to kill off carp in 

their area.

I stated that this was your OPINION but certainly not mine!! I 
stated that you are all dreaming, if you do not feel that this would 
occur, as this has happened in the past with fish species, and why 
would this NOT OCCUR with this carp virus from being spread 
around by people?? They had no answer to this other than to say 
in their opinion that it will not happen! Boy, are they going to be 
very disappointed by their actions!!

The carp virus is said to be in 33 Countries worldwide and 
according the NCCP no epidemics/pandemics have occurred with 
this virus worldwide to date. This is not to say, that the actions 
of NCCP will not cause this to happen, as no country has every 
taken on such an enormous strategy/task as this, especially in a 
country as large as Australia with it’s one billion square kilometres 
of affected waterways, if you believe their figures!!

I brought up the very important aspect of the spread of this 
carp virus exponentially around Australia by “migratory birds” on 
their collective feet, feathers and in their faeces and the NCCP 
felt that this scenario to be very remote. I stated that migratory 
birds spread the West Nile virus all around Africa that killed 62 
people, so do not tell ME that this is a remote chance as there are 
numerous papers in the written literature to prove otherwise with 
many more instances being documented almost daily.

It was asked what would happen in large scale water 
impoundments like Warragamba Dam, Nepean Dam, Prospect 
Reservoirs etc, that have carp in them and they feed water for 
human consumption. What will happen with heavily polluted 
water from these places that could possibly affect the human 
population from your actions into water courses fit for human 
consumption. NCCP stated that the polluted water supply would 
not become a concern for human consumption as this virus 
does not affect humans, so no problems would occur here, end 
of discussion. What the perception on people’s minds would 
be when these waterways are SHOWN to be heavily polluted, is 
anyone’s guess??

It was asked by someone as to what compensation would be 
forthcoming to Koi establishments for the “sudden” kill off of 
prized Koi specimens by this carp virus getting into their breeding 
establishment. Mr Barwick stated that there would be no need for 
compensation, as long as such premises were properly protected 
from any chance of this virus getting into their ponds, and that it 
would be up to Koi establishments to put in the necessary steps 
to prevent this scenario from occurring. No financial assistance 
will be entertained to Koi establishments owners to get their 
premises in order to prevent any such mishaps. Mr Barwick 
stated this had not occurred in Japan where this carp virus 

is present in just about all rivers/waterways, so why should it 
happen here in Australia!! No further discussion was had here.

I stated to the NCCP that there is currently no business in place 
in Australia, that has the necessary equipment, personal, or 
expertise in removing all the dead and moribund carp from 
places NCCP will be infecting with this virus, and in some 
places it will affect tonnes of carp bodies, not to mention the 
hundreds of thousands of dead carp on the bottom of rivers and 
impoundments, as well, NCCP has not been able to answer fully 
and succinctly that other native and non-native fish species, that 
will be present alongside the carp, that will begin dying quickly 
due to lack of oxygen levels in heavily infested areas by your 
introduction of this virus. NCCP stated that businesses would 
have to be approached or found that could do this clean-up, and 
they realise there are too few businesses capable of doing this 
massive work right now. NCCP stated that if (a little word with a 
big meaning), they did correct dosage rates on waterways and 
impoundments etc, there not be a need for other species to die 
due to lack of oxygen levels. Tests in laboratories are ongoing on 
this very important issue to try and resolve it.  I stated to them 
that they were totally dreaming if they think this will not occur!!

The time frame from when you witness results of NCCP 
introducing this virus to a site would be approximately 3 days 
from commencement of infected species, of carp virus “dumped” 
into waterway. After 3 days bodies would begin to float all over 
the place ready to be removed by NCCP and their cohorts by their 
tonnes, to which I stated that once you move onto the next place 
of infection, that approximately one week later the first place will 
have hundreds of thousands of more floating carp from the ones 
that would have been lying on the bottom of that site, and this 
again, will occur every spring. It seems that this has not been 
seriously been into consideration. The NCCP stated they are 
doing more and more laboratory tests to find a better and more 
appropriate way of handling this aspect. No further discussion 
was had on this matter. Typical!

NCCP stated that once all dead and moribund carp had been 
removed from places they would be working, the virus would soon 
die off in 3-4 days. I stated to them that not all carp will be killed 
off, particularly the big and older ones of 5 years or more, and 
there are millions of them, as they will be survivors and become 
“carriers” of the virus that will continue and breed for many years 
to come and in doing so create “virus free carp specimens” which 
will be resistance to this carp virus. NCCP felt that this would not 
occur as they will be adding heavier doses of the carp virus to 
clear out all carp from the waterways/impoundment site.

I said “GOOD LUCK”. There was no documented proof supplied to 
any of us to show this scenario will not occur.

It was stated that this virus can be easily spread on fish nets 
moved around Australia by NCCP et al, and NCCP again stated 
that this possibility in practical terms, but extremely unlikely in their 
NCCP operations, as they will be extremely diligent in their tasks.

Another aspect of Carp in NSW is that any carp caught by line on 
a catch and release program is quite acceptable to NSW Fisheries 
to be released back where it came from. I was always under 
the distinct impression that once a carp was caught, it was not 
to be released back into the wild. It would appear that the right 
hand does not know what the left hand is doing when it comes 
to capture and release of carp in our waterways, and this is 
sanctioned by authorities. How this change by Fisheries occurred, 
I have no idea!

Meeting closed at 8:30pm    


