
 

Petland, Inc. announced the appointment of Joseph J. Watson to the position 
of president and chief executive officer. Mr Watson will report directly to the 
chairman of the board.  

“Joe has been an integral member of our executive 
management team and has provided solid leadership for the 
company,” said Ed Kunzelman, chairman of the board. “Petland 
is the world leader in retail pet store franchising and we are 
proud to have Joe leading our organization.” 

Watson will provide strategic leadership for Petland, aprivately-
held company, and oversee day-to-day operations of the global 
pet retail company. He most recently served as the company’s 
chief operating officer and prior to that appointment, Watson 

was the company’s vice president of operations. Watson has been with Petland for 
six years. He previously served as vice president for Horizon PCS, a Sprint PCS 
affiliate. 

Watson earned his B.A. and M.B.A. from Ohio University in Athens, Ohio where he 
currently serves on the Ohio University McClure School of Information and 
Telecommunication Systems Advisory Board. He is also a member of the Ross 
County YMCA Board of Directors, United Way of Ross County Board of Trustees, 
and the Junior Achievement of Ross County Board of Directors. Watson is a life-long 
entrepreneur who has owned and sold several small businesses. 
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